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Dear l ( i rk:

T l r i s  lebLer  rev iews reseanch th is  Insb ibube has  conducted  s ince  1980 In
col laboraLion wlth or wlt i r  the agsisLance of Terra lbr ine Research. I  an awal 'e
bhab your norking reLaLionshlp wiLh sole neobers of our sbaff  predates 1980, bub
I chose to begtn thls account lng with our i l rsb fornal contractual annangerents.
I  hope lhe inforuablon wi l l  be helpful  to you in your appl lcabion for aon-prof i t
s L a L u s .

Grav '.,.IhaIe

In January and Februany 1940, bhis Instibube chantered bhe R/V G:"ingo as
the obse:i'aLion vessel for a proJecb lre were contnacted to oonducb for tbe
Unit,ed Slates i,l lneral.s I'tanageoent Servlce (througtr the UniverslLy of Guelph, Dn.
Joseph @naci,  pnlncipal lnvest igabon).  Tlre goals of the proJect were bo assess
lhe effects of oi l ,  f ron a high-volune natural  oi l  seep, on the behavlor anC
nigrat ion patberns of Cal l fonnla gray whales and to oharaoter ize delai ls of  the
species I  nignaLlon rouLes fron Poinb Concept ion souLhwards bo Santa Barbara and
lhe noi ' thern Channel Is lands. Tera l ,hr. ine Research purchased a precision
navigaLion sysbeu at iLs own expense and lhen nade bhe Grin@ avai lable to us a!
nourinal  costs (( t5O/Oay),  thereby perrul t t lng us to extend our f ie ld season bo
Lhree weelcs and enbancing the anounL and qualiby of our field data. The gray
whale project resulLed dlnect ly in the foI Iowlng reports,  presenfat ions and
pub I i ca t ions :

a .  Kent ,  D . ,  S .  Leathenwood and L .  Yohe.  1981.  Responses  o f  o lg ra t ing  gray
uhales, EschrichLus nobustus, to ol l  on the sea sunface: Resulbs of a f le ld
eva luab lon .  F lna l  reporL  on  cont rac t  P-0057621.  Dept .  o f  Patho logy ,  Un lvers l ty
of Ouelph, Guelph, OtLar. lo.  San Di.ego, Hubbs-Sea l . lor ld Research Insbltute Tech.
R e p .  8 1 - 1 3 1 .  v o r .  1  ( 8 1  p p . )  a a d  v o } .  2  ( 7 9  p p . ) .
b .  Sbe ' , ra r t ,  8 .S . ,  S .  LeaLherwood,  D.B.  Ken!  and P.K.  Yochen.  1986.  Routes
talcen by gnay whales nlgrating southward thrpWh the soubhern California Bight.
Southenn Cal l fonnla Academy of Sclences, Annual l&et lng, 6U, San Bernadino, 2-3
t. lay 19 86 .  Abstract .
c .  Yocheu,  P .K. ,  S .  Leatheruood and D.B.  Kent .  1986.  Gray  wha le  (Eschr ich f ius
robusLus) calves born on the southbound rnlgrat ion, 1955-1985. lsoubhenn
Cal i fonnia Bighb. [SouLhern Cal l fornia Acadeoy of Sclences, Annual ] leet lng,
CSU, San Ibrnadlno, 2-3 May 1986. )  AbstracL.
d .  S tewar t ,  B .S.  ,  S .  Leatherwood,  P .K.  Yochern  and D.B.  Kent .  1987.  Routes
taken by gnay whales nigrat ing southuard through the southenn Cal l fornia Bight.
XIf  Reunion Internacional sobre Ma.oi ferps } lar lnos de l le:cico. ?2-?5 Apri l  1987.
Abst racL .  [Expanded f ron  1986 pnesentab lon ] .
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Ib also has foraed lhe basls of bhe rosL curl'ent urdersfandlng of bhe
novelent patberns of soubhbound gray whales throug;h Ehe Souther.n Callfo:'nia
Bight,  nor{ of ten quobed in other pub!. lcat lons (eg. Lealhenrood, Reeves, Perr in
and Evans 1982; and Leat irervood, Sterarf  and Folkens 198? - see belor.r) .

K i I le r  l lha le

Froc Apri l  lhrough 0c*"ober 198! l ,  bhe Inst i tube chanfered the R/V Diananesa
as bhe l ive-aboard observab, ion platforc fo:"  a proJecL ire wene conbracLed to
conduct  fo l '  Sea l ' l o r ld ,  Inc .  The goa ls  o f  the  proJecb v repe to  locabe k i l le r
(and othen) vrhales and to use phobographs and acoust ic reco: 'dlngs bo idenbtfy
lndividual whales as Lhe basis for a study oi  lhelc populat lon blology in
southorn Alaska. Because of your grouprs lnteresb ln the pi"oJecb, Tema i lar lne
Reseanch provlded the Dlamaresa to lhe Insblbute essent lal ly ab openaf lng col ts
(approxinately $150 per day) and donated travel and salary costs of str lpre cl 'ew.
Very inpontant ly,  you also ferr ied blre vessel bo and fron southeast Aiaska fnon
its hone pont aL Ventrrra Harbor at no cost to our prograo, saving us a
signlficanb anount of ooney and pernllting us to have a Iongen field study bha.'r
olherwise would have been possible. You and others frou Terra lbr ine also
part , lc ipated, uncompensaLed, exbensively in aI l  phases of data analysls and
wnite-up; this parblclpat ion $ras lndlspenslble ln lhe blnely cooplet ion of
accurate and conplete reporbs. The kl l ler whale proJect resulted ln a var iety of
p resenta t ions  and pub l ica t lons  ln  the  re fe reed sc ien t l f l c  l l tena tune,  lnc lud ing :

L e a b h e r w o d ,  S . ,  K . C .  B a l c o n b ,  I I I ,  C . 0 .  I ' l a b k l n  a n d  G .  E I U g .  1 9 8 4 .  K l l l e n
whales (Oncinus orca) of southern Alaska nesults of f le ld research 198q.
Prel imlnary Report .  HS,. IRI Tech. Rep. No. 84-175. [etso presented at fhe 1985
wcl .

El l i s ,  G.  (ed i to r ) .  1984.  K i l le r  wha les  o f  qouthern  A laska a  ca ta logue o f
ind lv idua ls  phobo- ldent l f led  ln  198t l .  HSI IRI  Tech.  Rep.  l lo .84-176.  I l , t so
presenLed a t  the  I I . JC l .

El l is,  G. (edi ton).  1987. KiI Ier whales of pr ince t{ i l l lan Sound and southeasL
Alaslca a catalogue of lndivlduals photoldenf l f led, 1976-1986. Sea l lor ld
l lesearch  Insb ibu te ,  Hubbs l tan lne  Research  Center  Tech Rep.  No.  87-200.  I l t so
presented  a l  the  1987 I l JC l .

El I is,  G. ( in press).  Ki l ler whales (Orclnus orca) photoidenf i f led in Prince
l ' l i l l iaru Sound, Alaska, 1976-1986. Canadian Field l t ratunal lst , .

0enera l

Tenra l.larlne Reseanch sbaff nenbens have routinely logged their sighLings
of marlne nanmals durlnC aft operattons. Those si.ghtings, provided to lhis
InsLitute at no cost,  have been a signi f icanb pant of the background data
permitLlng us to prepano such publ lcat lons as bhe fol lowlng:

LeaEherv lod ,  s .  ,  R .  R.  Reeves ,  w.F .  Per r in  and w.  E .  Evans .  1982.  l {hares ,
dolphins and porpoises of bhe eastern North Paclf ic ahd adJacent Arcblc waters;
a guide bo ,  their  idenLif lcat ion. Nat ional Oceanic and Atnospherlc
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Adoinisbnation Tech. Bep., l labional l{arine Fisherles Servlce Cir"c. 441t. 2q5 pp.

LeaLherwod,  S. ,  B.  S.  Ste,nnr t ,  and P.  A.  Folkens.  f987.  Cetaceans of  the
Channel Islands Nabional l . lanine Sanctuarty. NOAA, t l t trS. Speclal Publlcaficn. 66
pp .

connal ry ,  K.c . ,  s .  Leabherr rod,  G.  Jaues and B.  t { inn ing.  1935.  A nof  e
vessel surveys for whales ln bhe Sea of Corbes, 1983-1985, and on
esLablishraent of a data nepoi. l ing center for the apea. Docuaent SC/37/025.
Scj -enEi f ic  Connl t te .  Bournenouth,  England.  16pp.

Thal cooperaLion resurted in a papen bhat,  rras pnesenfed ab lhe
InbernaLionaL l ' lhal ing Connission l .bebing ln Bounnemouth, England in 1985:

Since 1984, Stephen Leaihen.rcod of this Inst i tute has served as Sclent i f ic
Advisor to Terra l , tar ine Research for l ts ovln expedl l ions to l ' lexico to sbudy
narj .ne ] j . fe and is land biogeography.

Tenra l' larine Research also has nade space available to Insiitufe staff and
fnlends aboard your vessels worklng around tbe CaLifornia Channel Islands and
elsewhene in bhe eastenn Pacif lc.  These acbivi t les have expanded the
Inst i tuters staffrs sphene of knowledge and theneby lncreased our conpetence to
conduct qual l ty reseai.ch.

l ' le appneclate Terra Marlne Research and Educat ion, Inc. rs long fern
csnnltbuent to research. l . l l th respect to bhls Inst lbute, ln part lcular,  you and
your staff  are valued col leagues with whon we hope to corduct further wonk. By
naking safe, cqnfontable research platforos aval lable to us (as you do to
others) at a fracbion of lhe cost necessary to chart ,er such vessels froci
str icLly coorencial  concerns, you have furthered oun neseanch and through i t  the
advancemenb of knowledge about the narine envirrcnnent.

Thank you.

S incere ly ,

Donald B. Kent
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ntc


